SCENE i                                                  BELISARIUS

Blue heaven should witness things that I have seen.

Is clemency a treason ?   Yet, pass that;

For there's a saying of great Julius

That he's a fool, who, with his enemy

At bay, will drive him to despair.   He knew

How many squadrons had been last that way.

Is strategy a treason ?   So it seems.

POMPEIUS, The Emperor will willingly forget

These thirty-year-old scandals, but we fear
There are more serious facts of recent date.

JULIAN. I know no more than what is written, sir,
In my confession.

POMPEIUS.                         That your master here

Was long and intimately used to talk
With Unigatus, who, before he died,
Owned that he had the definite intent
To make the General Emperor ?

JULIAN.                                                 That is all

DEMETRIUS (to ISAAC). These accusations are too vapoury.
It was a pity Unigatus died;
He had been got to speak, and we'd have plucked
This grey old gamecock.

ISAAC (to DEMETRIUS).                 Oh, the evidence
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